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BOSTQN, Jan. 27— One of the Solid
reforms, in American Government
.over the last {ew years has been tha
beginning of a"system of accountabil.
ity. for intelligence operations. Con-

gress, the President and the agencies
themselves have worked together on
controls to prevent any recurrence of

abuses and rogue adventures, ; 5%

7+ Now the permanence of that reform -
s threatened, In official Washington’s” B
‘rush to respond to Soviet aggression, - -

“there is talk about unshackling" the
,Central “Intellizence ! Agency. -Pres
dent Carter, in his State of the Union
‘address, sald ‘‘we need to remove un:

warranted restraints on our ability to-
‘collect intelligence." His intention was.

*$ponse may not be.’

‘limited,: but’ ;he";_.‘(,‘_o::xgr_es‘siopal re.

. Senator. Danie} " Patrick’ M.o;'ni}ia:r'),_.

-Jolned by six colleagues, last weeX in

!froduced a'bill that would make three.

.change3’ desired ‘by: the' intelligenc
‘agencies. ' The b Il "-raises’: serious
Issues. But I believe all of them can be
:¥esolved so that the interests'of intelli-
'gence and the principles of reform ar
bothsatisfied, 5 L =0 o s
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v Flrst,” the Moynihan bill ‘would Te

0 €ight Congressional’ commit-t/ , entropy.”. 1.
stees-about ;-its', covert “;operations;

abroad: - The “agency ‘would instéad
;haveto advise only the House anq Sen-
‘ate Intelligence Committees = with a
total:of 29 members, -compareq ‘to

‘more than 200 on the committees.now’ .-

.entitled to the information; "
v ‘That change is a loglcal, indeed an
«inevitable one;* with the two’ intelli-
‘gence committées now in place.and
“functioning well, there is no justifica~
:tion for the broader reporting require-
~ment imposed before they were creat-
‘ed. But " the ‘Hughes-Ryan provision
!should ‘be repealed ‘only as part of a
| permanent structure for regulation’ of
theintelligence agencies: the so-calied
intelligencecharter. -+ .+ -

have been operating under an execu-

IS

THE NFW YORK TIMES
28 January 1089

~

S R T .

TIay

~ABROAD AT HOME"

Babyand

-

Bathwater

LR
LR N

- framework, And under'the charter the =

- committees would be able to deal with
any officia) who unnecessarily delayed !

notifications.iit $34:53 Sl e
Second, the Moynihan bill would yir- !|
“ 4 tually remove all intelligenceagencies
and files from the coverage of the -
Freedom ‘of Ipformation Act.' The
+ -agencies vould have to respondonly to:
requests from {ndividuals for informa- '

. % ByAnthonyLewis .~

tionabout themselves, .- . .
-That sweeping exemption {s- in-

i, He sald he would seek a permanent
harter in legislation, and the Senate

imple- repeal of the' Hughes-Ryan

,much ol the palitical Jeverage for the

harter would disappear, .. -+

¥ 'Otherwise,” he said, “'the whele el,

will remember-it. 'And you shouldn't
sletit all .dissipq;e'(ﬂinj inst_i;g_txjonal
Y "“'One main issue ‘on” the ' proposed
.- charter now divides the White House
a legal requirement that the intelli-
gence committees be notified *‘prior
.. 10" any covert operation; the White
% House says the charter should require

3

practice have been' told before operas
tions; and that practice would contin:
ue, But;the White . House, worried
about contingericies, does not want it

tobearuleoflaw. ;= 13;
»*When'the issue first arose,”

; 58, 3. féiy-
i.4'years ago, it'seemed to me that there

- was a case for the absolute rule of "
LI .~ -<-... prior notiftication. Now it does not. The"
For the last two years, the agencies -

-C.LA. and the committees have a

i, working relationship. Thé -agency =

: tive order jssued by President Carter. -

-committee has drafted one, But so far
he White House has not reached final .
greement on the legislation. And if a .

Amendment 'were't_o ‘go through now,
_Senator Moynihan Indicated in a .
.fccinversation., that he hoped . his bill-
iwould spur “action on *a  charter. -

. fort at regulation and reform will be .
clost,- I gUarantee ‘you,. :No ' one

.and some senators. The senators want -

».only “timely”” notification. Under ths
7 executive order the committees .in .’

cluded in the Senate committee’s draft
- of a charter. The reason given for it
.. .- by the C.I.A. is that soma foreign in.
telligence services are’ reluctant to
cooperate for fear that their material
- will b2 forced out in a Freedom '
.of Information proceeding. But. that |
problem” can surely. bz handied |
. without opening such a huge hole in ;
o thelaws . . 0T R
""" _The C.LA..has met many informa- |
. tion requests in the last few years
“witheut the slightest risk to security;
.in fact, it has a reputation for dealing .
" fairly with such requests. I personally
sought and obtained “once-classified !
- material used in closed hearings of the .
yPentagon Papers case in 1971. Why s
. should csuch items, remote from
today’s intelligence secrets, be en-j
“tirely exempted from the Freedom of
InformationAct? - . -
3 Third, the ‘Moynihan bill would :
make it a crime to disclose the identity :
of a secret U.S. "intelligence agent.
This section is aimed at Philip Agee,
- the turmcoat former C.1LA. official who *
3. has made a business of naming agents. -
1.1 That is fair enough. But the languags,
yery broadly drafted, would also-
{threaten editors’ or reporters who!
“'publish” stories long thought to havé:

C.LA. links — say Kermit Roosevelt’s -

‘

rolein the 1953 coup inlran. .. - .. i
- In sum, the Moynihan bill responds:
.+, 10 needs of the intelligence communi-
.~ ty. But those needs can be better met’
in a charter that assures continuing,
“accountability and that takes care not!
toinjure other important interests.

: T T L T, "
knows * it can’ operate ‘within that !
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